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Youtti  Choir,  Orchestra  wrap  '06  tour 


By  Micki  Bennett 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  All- 
State  Youth  Choir  and 
Orchestra  will  soon  conclude 
its  2006  tour  across  the  state. 
The  three-dav  rehearsal  camp 
and  seven-day  concert  tour 
was  the  14th  in  the  choir's 
history,  which  started  wid\  45 
members  and  has  ^rown  this 
year  to  over  120  mgh  school 
students.  _ 

"These  youM  people  share 
their  love  for  Cnrist  dtrough- 
out  the  state  and  across  me 
country,"  said  coordinator 
Susan  Luttrell,  youdi/drama 
consultant  for  the  Church 
Music  r 
Mississippi 


Department  of  the 
Baptist 

Ccmven^OT  Board. 

Luttrell  and  many  odiers 
who  claim  the  choir  as  family 
have  seen  first-hand  how 
lives  ai£^a|[teciS<^y  being  a 
part  of  Ali^ate.  One  such  life 
was  duit  of  Renee  Phillips  of 
Camden,  Del.,  a  junior  in  nigh 
school  when  she  first  became 
a  part  of  the  choir  in  2002  dur¬ 
ing  the  partnership  between 
M^issippi  Baptists  and  the 
Baptist  Convention  of 
Maryland  /  Delaware. 

Renee  so  loved  die  choir 
and  community  of  believers 
that  summer  that  she  returned 
the  following  summer.  The 
vibrant,  young  alto  graduated 
out  of  the  ch(m,  but  surprised 
everyone  the  very  next  year 
with  a  visit  during  the  choir's 
summer  tour. 

Renee,  along  with  her 
mother  Donna  and  father 
Rick,  followed  the  choir's 
three  tour  busses  to  each  on,  however,  through 
churdi  on  its  schedule.  During  a  memorial  scholar- 
every  concert  Renee  joined  the  ship  established  by  an 
chw  on  the  last  song,  as  all  anonymous  donor  just 
choir  alumni  are  invited  to  do.  prior  to  her  death.  It 
"The  Lord  bless  you  and  keep  was  the  wish  of  Renee 
you,"  she  sans  while  wearing  and  her  family  that  the 
a  pink  beret,  ^the  Lord  make  money  be  given  to 
his  face  to  stdne  upon  you  and  financially  assist  a 
give  you  peace."  deserving  student 


BAPTISTS 


Sadly,  that  would  be  members  from  Grace  "  Bourne  was  so  dumkful 
Renee's  last  All-State  Choir  Memorial  Church  in  Gulfport,  when  she  realized  that  she 
encounter.  She  died  on  Another  student  from  First  would  be  the  scholarship  recip- 
September  12  after  a  year  long  Church,  Long  Beach,  whose  ient.  "I  didn't  know  if  we  were 
battle  against  lung  cancer.  family  lost  everything,  was  goii^  to  have  the  money  (for 
Her  t^acv  of  love  for  the  fully  covered  financi^ly  by  All-^te]  because  of  all  the 

All-State  Cnoir  lives  _  her  church.  repairs  on  our  house,"  she  said, 

"Their  whole  church  "but  now  I'm  so  excited."  She's 
facility  was  blown  countmg  down  the  days  until 
away  and  many  of  she's  reunited  with  old  friends, 
dteir  members  were  Though  she  did  not  know 
homeless,  but  they  still  Renee  personally,  the  two 
gave  to  take  care  of  diis  girls  have  someduM  in  com- 
youne  lady,"  Luttrell  mon,  the  bond  that  most 
said.  ^Someone  in  the  everyone  shares  by  being  a 
church  had  bought  her  part  of  the  choir:  a  love  for 
dress  and  a  lady  in  the  ner  All-State  brothers  and  sis- 

^  ^  _  church  had  given  ters  in  Christ. 

of  ‘the  choir.  Renee  ~  spe^cally  to  pay  her  The  choir  and  CHxhestra's 

specifically  wanted  otoirfee.''  2006  tour  will  conclude  on  June 

m  2006  recipient  to  be  a  stu-  That  left  just  one  student  in  16  at  First  Church,  Florence,  but 
dent  affected ,  by  Hurricane  question  —  returning  choir  with  over  $34X10  committed  to 
Katrina,  as  her  heart  went  out  member  Keriaiune  Bourne,  of  the  Renee  Phillips  Memorial 
to  the  victims  from  the  coast.  Arlington  Heights  Church  in  SdK>lar8hip  Fund  to  date,  the 
"In  studying  the  roster  of  Pascagoula. ,  Fm  fadter  Scott  money  wiO  provide  for  at  least 
students  selects  for  the  2006  was  minister  of  music  at  the  one  Ail-State  student  a  year  for 
group,  we  found  six  students  church  when  Hurricane  the  next  six  years. 

m>m  the  Gulf  Coast,"  said  Katrina  hit.  "Their  family  - - - - 

Luttrell.  She  learned  that  lived  in  his  office  at  the  Editor’s  note:  Correspondent 

Utica  Church,  .UHca,  had  church  for  five  weeks  while  Micki  Bennett  is  assistant  editor 
enough  money  to  provide  they  waited  for  their  FEMA  o^ Metro  Christian  Living  maga- 
scholarships  for  all  four  choir  trailer,"  said  LuttreU.  zine  in  Jackson. 


When  is  a  human,  a  human? 


dtild  can  be  killed  and  disposed 
of  at  any  stage  of  gestation,  from 


fhe  issue  of  using  unborn  humans 
to  harvest  components  valuable 

isn't 


fertilization  to  birth,  through 
legalized  abortion.) 

This  is  an  especially  prickly 
issue  because  of  die  emerging 
body  of  evidence  that  diere  are 
many  other  ways  to  retrieve 
human  stem  cells  ^  without 
destroying  pre-bom  humans. 
Stem  cells  have  been  found  in 
abundance  in  umbilical  cord 
blood  and  in  lesser  amounts  in 
skin,  nasal  tissue,  and  even  in  the 
colon.  It's  just  that  science,  which 
recognizes  no  inherent  ethics 
except  those  attached  to  it  by 
people,  wants  to  take  the  path  of 
and  that  path 


X  in  therapeutic  research 
going  away  any  time  soon.  We  can  add 
tnat  Item  to  the  large  and  troublesome 
list  of  ways  people  nave  found  to  mis¬ 
treat  memoers  of  their  own  race. 

The  web  site  MSNBC  reports  that 
researchers  with  Children's  Hospital  Boston, 
the  main  pediatric  teaching  hospital  of 
Harvard  Medical  School,  are 
preparing  to  join  the  growing  num- 
Der  of  organizations  that  plan  to 


Editor's 

Notebook 


least  resistance  —  and  that  path 
is  to  clone  and  then  destroy  the 
r' embryos  for  their  parts. 

There  are  still  many 
to  answer  about  sucn  research, 
and  many  those  questions 
may  never  be  answered.  That's 
why  be 

involved  in  important 

debate,  why  we 

Southern  Baptist  bioethicist 
Therein  lies  the  foundatkm  trf  th^  debate  C.  Ben  Mitchell,  a  consultant  for  the 
on  the  worth  of  the  clone.  Is  a  cloned  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  ‘  Religious 
human  actually  human?  After  all,  it  didn't  Liberty  Commission  in  Nashville,  befieves 
arrive  in  its  pre-bom  state  in  the  usual  way.  that  whatever  the  outcome  of  the  debate. 
Does  diat  individual  person  exist,  if  anoth-  our  society  must  be  careful  not  to  view 
er  genetically-identical  person  pre-exists?  humans  at  any  stage  of  life  as  "natural 
Does  it  deserve  constitutional  protections  resources  we  can  strip  mine.  Human 
for  its  unalienable  right  to  life,  uberty,  and  beings  deserve  respect,  not  commodifica- 
the  pursuit  of  happmess?  (That's  a  moot  Hon.'’  (BapHst  Press,  10/18/05). 
question  in  America,  where  an~  unborn  Surely,  all  Chrishans  can  agree  on  that. 


union  ot  egg  and  sperm  tnat 
occurs  in  the  natural  process  of 
human  reproduction.  There  is 
great  debate  on  the  humanity  of 
the  clone  and  the  ethics  of 
whether  it  can  be  destroyed  in 
the  name  of  medical  research. 

It  all  sounds  so  well-meaning. 
Who  wouldn't  want  to  cure  fear¬ 
some  diseases  like  sickle  cell 
anemia,  leukemia,  and  diabetes  for  which 
cloning  is  touted  as  a  miracle  treatment? 
Actually,  it's  not  the  cloning  process  that 
will  purportedly  produce  the  cures,  but 
the  undifferentiated  stem  cells  that  will 
be  stripped  from  the  insides  of  the 
embryos  and  coaxed  to  grow  into  special¬ 
ized  cells.  Those  cells  would  then  be  used 
to  treat  a  variety  of  ailments. 
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we  build  this  society,  and  how 
sociehes  have  been  built  for 
thousands  of  years.  They've 
been  built  around  the  insHtu- 
Hon  of  marriage  —  of  a  man 
and  a  woman  bonded  together 
for  life,  and  out  of  that  families 
develop  and  grow  and  prosper 
and  children  are  raised..." 

"You  have  45  of  the  50  states 
already  speaking  on  this,  sav¬ 
ing  marriage  is  the  union  ot  a 
man  and  a  woman  —  feeling  it 
is  so  important  that  they  want 
to  act  before  the  Congress  can 
act,  before  the  ConsHtution  can 
be  amended. 

•  Byron  Dorgan  (D.-N.D.) 
opposed  the  amendment. 

''The  current  law,  the 
Defense  of  Marriage  Act,  which 
the  federal  government  passed 
in  19%,  sHlI  stands,  so  1  see  no 
reason  to  amendment  the 
United  States  ConsHtuHon." 

•  John  Comyn  (R.-Texas) 
supported  the  amendment. 

"iTjhis  is  not  an  issue  that  we 
have  raised  gratuitously  or  out 
of  thin  air.  Inis  is  a  fight  that 
really  has  b^n  brought  to  the 
American  people  oy  those 
would  seek  to  use  the  courts  to 
advance  their  agenda  to  call 
marriage  between  one  man  and 
one  woman  ...  discriminaHon... 

"This  almost  seems  surreal 
to  me.  The  last  thing  I  thought 
1  would  end  up  doing,  com¬ 
ing  to  Washington  and  the 
United  'States  Senate,  would 
be  ..  ha\ing  lo  defend  the 
in*«tituti<m  ot  traditional  mar¬ 
riage.  I  thought  some  things 
\vere  gix  en  " 
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Baptift  Record  Advisory  Committee 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Springs 
Al  Green  |r..  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Henson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Darta  Richardson,  secretary 


duty...  to  discuss  the  state  of 
marriage  in  America.  If  we  do 
not  take  this  up,  we  abdicate  our 
responsibiliHes.  We  will  allow 
the  courts  sole  dominion  on  the 
state  and  future  of  marriage." 

•  Tim  Johnson  (D.-S.D.) 
opposed  the  amendment. 

''My  state  of  South  Dakota 
already  has  enacted  an  anH-gay 
marriage  law,  and  it's  taking  up 
a  possible  state  consHtuHonal 
amendment  to  that  effect,  but 
that  is  where  the  debate  ought 
to  be  taking  place  —  in  South 
Dakota  ana  in  the  other  states 
(and)  not  here  in  D.C." 

•  Sam  Brownback  (R.-Kan.) 
supported  the  amendment. 

"(This  debate  is)  about  who 
is  going  to  define  marriage  in 
America.  It's  not  whether  mar¬ 
riage  is  going  to  be  defined.  It's 
about  who  is  going  to  define 
marriage  in  America.  Is  it  going 
to  be  defined  bv  the  courts  that 
have  started  this  debate,  or  is  it 
going  to  be  defined  bv  legisla¬ 
tures  and  legislative  bodies 
acrciss  the  country?" 

"...There  hardly  coiilo  be  a 
more  important  issue  th.  n  the 
foundational  structure  ol  how 
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Marriage  amendment  defeated  in  Senate 


W^hTOJGTC^iI  (BP  and  local  repo^)  —  Three-fourths  of  the  states  must  pass  an  and  castigated  Republicans  for  spending 
The  United  States  Senate  on  june  /  rejec^  amendment  before  it  becomes  part  of  the  the  Senate's  time  on  the  amendment, 
an  attempt  to  amend  tfie  U.S.  C(mstitution  '  Constitution.'  The  amendment's  consideration 

to  protect  mamarc,  with  supporters  gain-  Afterward,  amendment  advocates  marked  an  effort  by  Bush  and  Frist  "to 
mg  only  one  additional  vote  m  the  nearly  expressed  regret  at  the  vote  but  promised  use  the  politics  of  fear  and  division  in  an 
two  years  since  their  most  recent  effort.  ,  to  Keep  workmg  for  its  ratification.  attempt  to  distract  attention"  from  GOP 

Amr  two  full  days  of  debate.  Senators  Acknowledgmg  he  is  "disappointed,"  failures,  said  Howard  Dean,  chairman  of 
voted  49-^  for  a  procedural  move  to  President  Busn  said  in  written  remarks,  the  Democratic  Naticmal  Committee,  in  a 
bring  the  Marriage  Protection  "My  position  on  this  issue  is  clear:  written  statement.  "The  fact  that 
Ainendment  (MPA)  to  the  floor  for  an  up-  Marriage  is  the  most  fundamental  institu-  Republicans  in  Washington  chose  to 
or-down  vote.  The  maneuver,  known  as  tion  of  our  society,  and  it  should  not  be  focus  on  a  divisive  effort  to  scapegoat 
"invoking  cloture,"  required  60  votes  to  redeffned  by  activist  judges.  The  people  LGBT  [lesbian,  gay,  bisexual,  transgen- 
succeed,  however.  If  the  amendment  had  must  be  heard  on  this  issue."  der)  Americans  ror  political  gain  instead 

reached  the  floor,  it -would  have  needed  Richard  Land,  president  of  the  Southern  of  addressing  the  real  business  of  the 
67  votes,  a  two-thirds  majority,  to  pass.  Baptist  Ethics  &  Religious  Liberty  nation  shows  why  the  American  people 
Mississippi  Senators  Thad  Cochran  and  Commission  in  Nashville,  told  Baptist  need  new  leadership  in  Washington." 
Tiwt  Lott  both  voted  to  invoke  cloture  and  Press,  "Defenders  of  marriage  owe  a  debt  Barry  Lynn,  executive  director  of 
bring  the  proposal  to  the  Senate  floor.  of  gratitude  to  Majority  Leader  Bill  Frist  Americans  United  for  Separation  of 

In  July  2004, 48  senators  supported  end-  and  the  other  senators  who  insisted  over  Church  and  State,  describee!  the  vote  as 
ing  debate  and  holding  a  vote  on  tlw  pro-  the  objections  of  many  of  their  colleagues  "election-year  politics  at  its  Worst.  I'm 
posal.  Fifty  senators  voted  c^ainst  "invok-  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle  that  tfiis  issue  glad  the  amenciment  was  derailed,  but  it 
mg  cloture."  The  addition  ofonly  one  vote  come  to  the  floor  for  a  vote.  They  should  never  should  have  been  voted  on.  This 
came  drapite  the  R^ublican  Party's  gain  also  draw  encoiuagement  that  we  did  get  vote  was  nothing  but  ammo  for  attack 
of  four  Senate  seats  in  the  2004  eleraon.  -one  more  vote  than  in  2004.  ads  [before  the  Nfovember  election)." 

The  MPA,  S.J.  Res.  1,  would  define  "They  should  be  disgusted  by  the  Two  Democrats  joined  47  Republicans  in 
marriage  as  the  union  of  a  man  and  a  pathetic  failure  of  the  Senate  to  do  far  bet-  voting  to  end  debate  and  hold  an  up-or- 
woman  in  an  attempt  to  protect  the  insti-  ter  on  this  issue  than  it  did,"  Land  said,  down  vote  on  tfw  ameiKlment..Meanwhile, 
tution  against  continuing  legal  efforts  to  "One  doesn't  eat  an  apple  in  one  bite.  Most  40  Democrats,  seven  Republicans  and  an 
legalize^' gay  marriage."  ^endments  fail  on  tneir  first  or'seomd  independent  opposed  the  procedural 

So  far,  Ma^chusetts  is  the  (mly  state  to  introduction.  And  those  who  understand  move.  Three  senators  did  iu)t  vote, 
have  legalized  "gay  nurriage,"  but  amend-  that  this  is  the  only  way  to  safeguard  mar-  Two  Republican  senators  who  sup- 
ment  supporters  predict  courts  will  contin-  riage  as  between  c^y  a  man  and  a  woman  ported  a  floor  vote  on  the  amendment  m 
ue  to  expand  marriage  to  include  homo-  must  redouble  fiieir  efforts  and  realize  that 
sexual  couples  unless  a  federal  amendment  a  journey  of  a  thousand  miles  begins  with  ^ 

is  ratified  to  address  the  problem.  High  a  single  step  and  ffien  the  next  step  and  the 
courts  in  New  jersey.  New  York,  and  next  step  and  the  next  step." 

Washington  appear  poised  to  legitimize  Frist  of  Tennessee  said  m  a  written  state-  __ 

same-sex  unions  before  the  end  of  m  year,  ment,  "We  must  continue  fighting  to  ensure  ^ 

E)espite  the  Senate  setback,  the  House  the  Constitution  is  amended  by  the  will  of 
of  Representatives  intends  to  vote  on  the  thepeople  rather  tfian by  judicial  activism," 
proposal  in  July,  Majority  Leader  John  Alliance  for  Marriage  (AFM),  which 

Doermer  (R.-Ohro)  told  reporters.  drafted  the  MPA,  also  pledg^  to  continue 

"This  is  an  issue  that  is  of  simufic2mt  its  effort.  'Today's  vote  was  an  important 
importance  to  many  Americans,"  Boehner  step  in  the  democratic  process  to  protect  2004  opposed  the  same  action  this  timec. 
said,  according  to  The  Washington  Post,  the  future  of  marria^for  our  children  and  Judd  uregg  of  New  Hampshire  and 
"We  have  significant  numbers  of  our  grandchildr^,"  Al^  President  Matt  Arler^  Specter  of  I’cnnsylvania.  ^ 
members  who  want  a  vote  on  Bus,  so  we  uaniels  said  in  a  written  release.  "The  In  acldition  to  Gregg  and  Specter,  the 
are  going  to  have  a  vote."  future  of  'marriage  in  America  is  a  race  other  GOP  members  who  voted  "no" 

An  amendment  requires  approval  by  a  between  the  courts  and  [the  amendment]."  were  Lincoln  Chafw  of  Rhode  Island, 
two-thirds  majority  in  eacn  house  of  Tony  Perkins,  president  of  the  Family  Susan  Collins  of  Maine,  John  McCain  of 

Congress  before  it  goes  to  the  states.  Research  Council,  called  the  Senate  Arizona,  Olympia  Snowe  of  Maine,  and 

"grossly  out  of  step  John  Sununu  of  New  Hampshire, 

with  the  American  The  Democrats  who  voted  "yes"  were 
people"  but  said  Robert  Byrd  of  West  Virginia  and  Ben 
’'values  voters"  Nelson  of  Nebraska, 

would  work  to  elect  Not  voting  were  Sens.  Christopher 
amendment  sup-  Dodd  (D.-Conn.),  Chuck  Hagel  (R.- 
pHjrters  to  that  body.  N^b.),  and  John  Rockefeller  (D.-W.Va.). 

The  Democratic  In  2004,  Hagel  voted  in  support  of  floor 
Party,  homosexual  action  on  the  amendment, 

rights  groups,  and  Senate  foes  of  the  amendment  contend- 
at  least  me  church-  ed  during  the  debate  leading  to  the  vote 
state  organization  the  proposal  was  a  political  move  to  gain 
applauded  the  vote  votes  for  Republican  in  this  fall's  election. 
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Problems  foreseen 

WA^IINGTDN  —  The  e)q>ansion  of  homosexual  mar¬ 
riage  in  the  United  Mtes  would  create  clashes  between  dtuidi 
and  state  that  might  restrict  the  religious  freedom  of  Americans 


who  oppose  such  unions,  legal  sdKMus  predict  The  legalization 
of  homosexual  marriage,  it  was  forecast,  could  impact,  m  exam¬ 
ple,  the  hous^  aiKl  employment  policies  of  religi^  schcok  aivl 
o^her  institutions  and  even  the  tax-exempt  status  of  churches  and 
parachuich  organizations.  "Legal  redefinition  of  marriage  will  be 
cm  eigine  for  reUgious  fre^om  ^t^  for  y^  to  con^,"  ^ 


Anthmy  Picarelio,  president  of  the  Bedcet  FutkI  for  Rdigious 
Liberty.  "Wherever 'same-sex  marriage' is  part  of  the  law,  govern¬ 
ment  will  be  requirii^  equal  treatment  of  'sanre-sex  nuuriage,' 
and  Brat  is  someBring  nrost  rdigious  groi^  carmot  abide,  i^rd 
that  means  church-state  conflict"  Recognizing  Bre  potential  for 
conflict,  the  Becket  Furrd  convened  a  pnvate  conference  of  nirre 
legal  sdroiars  last  December  to  examine  Bre  implications  for  rdi- 
gfous  liberty  of  legalized  honroaexual  marriage  and  to  produce 
papers  on  me  tq&.  Despite  their  differeiKes,  Bw  scholars  all 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Mississippi. Convention 
Board  names  William  H.  Perkins'  Jr.  of  Ridgriand  as  editbr  of  The 
Baptist  Record,  and  Paul  A.  Pinson  of  Madison,  as  manager  of  the 
MBCB  Accounting  Department. 


wkle^>rBad  dashes  between  dairth  and  state.  "It  appears  Btere 
will  two  categories  of  cases  in  this  conflict  PicariW  said  fat 
one,  the  state  wifi  seek  to  direcBy  coti^  churches  and  rdigious 
organizations  "to  treat  same-sex  and  cufierent-sex  cotqtles  equal¬ 
ly  on  threat  of  liability."  fat  the  oBter,  churches  may  win  a 
citaDertge  of  the  state's  action  on  Hrst  Ameitdntent  grourtds,  but 
the  government  mig^t  purtish  them  by  withdrawirtg  bertefits  or 
accommodations  it  would  nomnally  provide.  The  cases  could 
irtve^  everything  from  student  housing  at  a  religious  university 

ofgarti- 


John  G.  McCall,  pastor  for  30  years  of  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  aitd  a 
former  president  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conventioft.  is  appointed  to 
head  Mississippi  College's  Department  of  ReligkMt  and  Philosophy. 


to  a  plot  fat  a  cemetery  operated  by  a  church  or  religious  r 
zaBon,  and  "hurtdiecis  of  Bting?"  in  betweert,  Rcardlo  said. 


A  post-war  Father's  Day  editorial  adntoitishes  Baptist  fathers.  Today 
you  are  trairting  those  who  will  either  rule  or  ruin  our  world  tontorrow. 
Those  who  will  lead  us  to  gore  or  glory  are  your  sons  of  today." 


The  Dad 


]esus  Chnst 

Requoo^ 


Pieacnoe 

inHe«veh 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 

Stmpfy  share  the  foUowing  pmyrr 
tpith  Cod  hi  \four  cnm  wo^ 

"L  Lofd.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  simmed.) 

2.  I  want  fbrraveness  for  my 
sins  and  free<K>m  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repemtj 

3. 1  brieve  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

O  hetieve  im  fesms,) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

“But  as  man\t  ds  rvceiird  him, 
to  them  hr  ^fotr  tltr  rijfhl  to  herome 
children  oft  God,  ei'en  to  those  uho 
heliew  in  his  name“(fohn  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
fesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Corrections 

The  Housetops  section  of 
the  June  8  issue  contained  an 
announcement  concerning 
Family  Enrichment  Week  on 
July  2-5.  That  event  has  been 
cancelled.  The  Baptist  Record 
regrets  the  error. 

On  page  six  of  tfte  June  1 
issue,  an  enor  was  made  in 
listing  of  #te  pastor  of  ML  Cannel 
Church,  Edirhurg.  The  church% 
pastor  is  Keidt  FuRon.  The  Baptist 


pastor  ( 

_ I 

HeCOfG 


rngiets  the  enor. 


Father's  Day  is  ufwn  us;  and  1 
hope  for  those  of  you  wlo  an 
da^  that  it  wii  be  a  gnat  day. 
For  those  of  you  who  hawe  a 
fatha;  I  trust  tm  it  wfl  be  a  good 
tine  foyou  as  wd.  Father'sUay 
is  probacly  the  result  of  an  alfcer- 
thouKht  Mother's  Day  started 


tine  for  you  as  wd.  Father' A]ay 
is  piobalm  the  result  of  an  after¬ 
thought  Mother's  Day  staafed 
and  was  an  immenBe  suore.e^ 
and  my  guess  is  that  some  years 
later  havmg  to  deal  with  poor  ole 
dad  being  neglected  dnwe  vari¬ 
ous  foBs  to  say  that  weiiwM  to 
have  a  Father^  Dtiv  AcluaDy  It 
the  early  part  of  the  nineteicnth 
century  MS.  John  Dodd  waaHed 
to  ho^  ha  father;  WiHiam 
Smart,  a  Qvfl  War  veteran  who 
had  lost  his  wife  when  their  chil¬ 
dren  were  snuti  and  raised  them 


Regardless  of  how  it  started. 
Father's  Day  is  a  good  opportu¬ 
nity  for  us  to  thid  about  dads 
and  to  seek  to  honor  our  dads  as 
the  Scripture  teaches.  Rom  a 
scriptuFU  staardpoint  the  com¬ 
mandment  says.  *Hanor  thy 
father  and  tfiy  mother  that  thy 
days  mav  be  loin  on  the  earth 
(Exodus '20:12).  There  is  sanae- 
thing  about  growing  up  in  tfre 
atmosphere  of  a  home  where  a 
mom  aivl  dad  krve  and  care  for 
their  children  in  appropriate 
ways,  artd  where  the  chudicn 
learn  to  respect  authority  and 
apprecute  the  care  that  is  riven 
in  sigrufkant  ways  that  ntalaes  a 
differeiKe  in  a  person's  life 
reflected  both  in  me  length  of 
life  and  in  the  degree  of  fulfill¬ 
ment  that  they  experierKe  in  Kfe. 

Fathers  ate  important  They 
can  make  a  difleience  in  their 
children's  Ih-es  and  the  childten 
can  experieiKe  that  difleieiKe  in 
their  h>es  because  of  their  rela- 


n)irecti^n 


than  on  the 
onning  day- 
by^iour  Strug 
tothepoirdv 


s.  and  the 
and  hour- 


xson  Gril' 
'disiOu- 


For  a  few  moments  let  me 
address  the  coaaplexity  and 
diemmas  of  being,  a  dai  Rest, 
look  at  tlw  M  DrmY  leave 
me  here.  At  some  tine  or  another 
most  dads  wfl  nm  into  enough 


lem  riuglttBy  ryon  tfegmoe.  in 
the  book  of  Moraans  the  Apostle 
.Raul  tels  ib  that  "Where  sin 
doth  abound  gtaoe  doth  raudi 
mom  riMMKT  (Roaams  5^  It 
is  a  ^  that  wh^  al  of  IB  array  at 


bad  dads;  God's  t 
cierU  so  d^  if  younappen  to  be 
approaching  FaBter's  Day  with  a 
b^ge  degpee  of  regpet  and  feel 
Boe  a  baa  dad.  1  ertoounge  you  to 
trust  God.  ask  Ffim  to  intervene 
and  fil  in  the  oping  holes  in  not 
only  your  dooen's  lives  but 
your  own.  and  today  find  Ifis 
wondetfid  gitaoe —  a  Bfe  drae^ 
iitg,  dad  dimging.  and  fota^ 


have  not  doiw  their  job  and  they 
are  fdures.  \bu  knk  back  on 
emaiencts  and  relationships 
wMi  your  fiandy  and  you  thm 
about  missed  opportunilies; 
tnnes  when  you  were  aroMBider- 
ate  and  fltouglUless.  or  lanes 
when  you  were  rawble  to  do  with 
your  Imnds  what  your  heart 
wanted  to  da  Unwlly  when  we 
think  about  those  moanents.  we 


ratable  to 


or  see 


dauriiter 
dowm  the  aisle  at  her  wedding, 
our  socieh’  necogiuzes  little  true 
value  of  the  dad  in  the  home. 
God  does  not  share  this  Niew. 
Dads,  as  wefl  as  moms,  have  spe¬ 
cial  roles  that  make  a  dMerence 
in  sMings  arrd  aD  society  It  is  not 
easy  bearg  a  dad,  moon;  or  a  kid 
in  TO  honne  for  it  is  a  complex. 
cn-goin^  and  challeitging  expe- 
lienoe.  d  we  are  not  cmefiil  we 
wiB  focus  on  the  difficulties  more 


deficiencies  that  prevented  ib 
fiom  doing  what  we  wished  we 
had  done  resulfing  in  our  gralt 
and  fiustialion. 

I  have  often  told  people  that 
it  really  doesn't  matter  what 
you  do' while  raising  your  chil- 
dien.  it  wiO  be  wnw'and/or  it 
wiU  be  right  By  that  1  mean  that 
when  a  child  g^ows  im  it  B  easy 
for  them  to  look  hack  and  say 
well  my  mom  did  not 'do  this, 
did  not  take  iBf  did  not  teach  us. 
did  not-  You  fffi  in  the  blai^  .\t 
the  same  tme  that  child  iruv 
grow  ly.  make  deciskins.  lehek 
and  say.  'When  I  was  growing 
ly  mv  rnom  and  dad  nude  me 
do  this,  go  there,  attend  chiach. 
trv  out  TO  the  baB  teanB.  and  I 
resented  ril  of  that’ 

Maybe  the  key  is  to  lavTO 
strard  that  with  to  best  of  our 
abffily  and  from  the  depths  of  our 
love  we  try  to  do  what  God  has 
instructed  ib.  foBow  the  guide- 
ines  He  has  given  u^  ana  then 


Let  me  move  on  and  share 
with  you  soone  thoimte  about 
a  eM  dark  Father's  Day  oqgjht 
tom  a  day  when  dad  cm  look 
back  and  be  flooded  with  mem¬ 
ories  that  bring  a  smile  to  his 
face  and  a  druode  to  his  heart 
My  oum  father  has  been  dead 
for  almost  three  decades. 
Frequently,  I  vrill  nm  into 
scaneone  who  knew  him  and 
many  of  them  wiU  remember 
his  infectious  laughter  and  his 
general  jovial  approach  to  Me. 

For  years  whim  mv  wife  and  I 
woidd'go  to  a  Bapfist  meeting 
somewhere  and  wonder  if  mv' 
dad  was  going  to  be  there,  we 
wxaild  just  listen  a  Ultle  while 
and  then  hear  him  laughing,  it  is 
a  treasure  that  1  hold  dear 
although  he  has  been  gone  TO 
manv  years.  A  merry  heart 
doeth  good  kke  a  medidne  and 
iruny  a  dad  could  cetlamly  he^ 
thehciiBhoanditionofthcrirfair*- 
fly  by  bnngmg  soane  joy  into  the 
hoaie.  Soane  people  'seem  to 
bring  to  every  expetienoe  in  fife 
a  response  of  anner  or  condean- 


a  dad  jnM  to  be  a  buddhiapal,  A 
gpod  friend  became  mere  aae 
to  set  finals  to  be 
cnioaoed.  and  guidance  to  Ik 
given,  lire  other  side  of  that  is 
mere  is  so  much  that  can  be  oel- 
ebnrted.  and  laughed  at,  and 
enjoyed  with  your  fnily  Fv 
many  of  you,  1  hope  that  this 
Father's  Day  wiB  another 
experience  ot  being  a  glad  dad. 

TmaBy  let  me  ^  a  wonl 
about  the  aatl  dad.  The  ryoom- 
ing  day  is  not  a  happy  ooasion 
for  many  dads.  Mema»  of  the 
loss  of  a  dakt.  disease  or  soane 
tragedy  —  and  for  sonte  of  you 
the  mss  of  your  own  dad 
through  death,  or  maybe  deser- 
tiian.arpossBilyfiomjtBtdisin- 
lerest  —  causes  you  to  remem¬ 
ber  and  be  a  sad  dad.  Mybe  you 
grew  ly  vrilhout  a  falner  and 
ffiere  is  a  large  empty  pboe  that 
just  brings  sachies  to  you.  Let 
me  encourme  you  to  think 
about  the  fofcvfing  actions  this 
copimg  Simdav.  If  you  rw  longer 
have  a  dad  ana  you  five  with  TO 
ouracn  Of  iMt  fiHpficas^  nm 
someone  who  is  a  mrtrer  figuro 
and  a  role  model  thrrt  you  can 
honor  You  do  not  have  to  do 
anyflm^  extraowfinmy;  but  just 


go  out  of  your  way  to  pay  trib- 
iBe  to  bun.  It  would  mean  a  lot 


iBe  to  hun.  It  would  mean  a  lot 
to  you  and  it  would  be  incxedi- 
ble  TO  Mm.  On  the  other  hand 
some  of  you  may  be  missing 
your  child  and  you  can  honor 
someone  in  the  riade  of  vour 
knowledge  of  influence  who  is 
the  kmd  of  boy.  gjiri.  young  man. 
or  vpung  woman'  who  you 
wmdd  Imv  dcfijghtod  in  having 
as  vour  child.  Lrt  them  know 
how  much  you  appreciate  them 
and  the  significance  that  vou 
P*»'  in  your  life  in  seeing  them 
and  maybe  your  family  as  a 
quaHt\'  Christian  influence.  It 
wifi  do  them  a  wxvld  of  good, 
and  it  wifl  do  vou  even  more 
good,  h  prohabh'  wiB  remove  a 
urge  portion  of  die  sadness  from 
your  ne.  To  each  of  vou  dacb^ 
krugglir^  to  be  what  God  wants 
ynm  to  be  and  seeking  to  influ- 
oice  and  Hess  your  fmily.  God 
Mess  vou  and  have  a  wonderful 
and  ghvious  Father's  Day 


natkm  when  many  of  those 
saone  things  oouU  be  re  yonded 
towilhhiBhirt  ItisiMtcay  for 
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Lottie  Moon  Offering  sets  new  record  in  '05 


RICHMOND,  ^  (BP)  —  It's  a  new 
reoora  tnats  reantnrtmg  an  on  comnae- 
ment  $137,999,6773^.  that's  what 
Southern  Baptists  gave  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Ofieniw  for  Intemational 
kftasionsin2005.mMafmitthesiry|e™ost 
successful  year  in  the  o&ring's  history. 

'Ihe  $1373  rrdfion  mraks  a  thaee  pement 


peoplBto 
trarreof  ecE 


Welch  has  hopeS/ 


as  term 


EDfTOItS-  NCfTE:  /om  B.  Hmmigam. 
mmm^img  edUor  of  tke  Florida  BtStisI 
Witness,  spent  tkne  days  in  late  Aped 
mitk  Sontkem  Baptist  Convention 
President  BoMy  YMA  to  give  readers  a 

f«r  DPMmtfM  IMpPfISI  CmiVfllllPil. 


GREENSBORO  N.C.  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Admittiiw  the  Southern 
Baptirt  Convention  (SBC)  will  never 
be  without  strugries.  outgoing  SBC 
President  BobbyWMch  hedged  to 
*gnw  the  best  of  the  rest*  ^  his  life  to 
urgi^  and  encouraging  Southern 
Baptists  to  focus  on  evangelisin. 

*1  have  considered  aB  other  optkre  and 
there  is  nothing  in  cdstence  today — alof 


Senphae.*  Welch  sfed  in  a  widenw^ii^ 
interview  wifo  the  Florida  Baptist  Witness 
in  Gieensbbnx  NC,  in  late  ApriL 

Welch.  63,  announced  nis  retire- 
ment  May  28  from  the  pastorate  of 
First  Church  in  Daytorra  Beach.  Fla., 
effective  Aug.  27  when  he'll  assunte 
the  role  of  pastor  emeritus. 

Appioacning  the  end  of  his  second 
one-vear  term  as  SBC  pcesiderrt.  Welch 
s^lre  behes-es  it  was  provideirtial  for 
him  to  ha\'e  served  at  me  helm  of  the 
conwntion  at  a  time  when  his  church 
brought  in  a  oo-pastor  looking  ahead  to 
Wekm's  transition  toward  retiiement 
That  copastor  [Dasid  Cok|  is  alieaih' 
called  as  the  next  preacher  and  he's  been 
there  now  three  years."  Welch  said. 
these  last  two  yews  ertifed  up  being  a  tai¬ 
lor-made  godxrtd  to  compl^  or  cukni- 
nate  that  transition  from  me  to  him.* 
Welch  said  Cox's  presence  at  the 
chuKh  has  alowed  him  to  become  an 
unusual  SBC  president  one  who  has  met 
masses  of  Southern  Baptists  and  their  pas- 
toR  at  churches — after  hurricanes  ana  on 
the  steps  of  bumed-out  sanctuaries,  u^e- 
ing  inaviduals  to  share  the  Gospel  wim 
his  "Everyone  CanT  battle  cry 

"It  is  not  possible  for  the  preacher 
in  average  pastoring  circumstarrees  to 
do  what  I  have  dorre."  Welch  said, 
"because  vou  carmot  walk  away  from 
the  church  for  two  vears." 


-  Wenching  at  Mud  Creek  Chunh  in  Hendersonville;  N.C.  SouBcm 
mion  President  Bobby  Wbkh  vtsiled  North  Carolina  churches  in  Mmh 
*  pronaafc  the  OossoMcr  Iriad  evangelirtic  oufeeach  )une  10-11  in 
N.C(BPphatohy)oniiL  Hannigarr^orida  Baptist  WWkss) 


Eleven  students  were  pro¬ 
moted  from  white  belt 
(Gonesis)  to  Purple  Belt 
(Deuteronomy)  and  three 
students  from  green  bells 
(Exodu^  to  red  (Pro¬ 
verbs).  This  dass  consisted 
of  students  horn  age  9  to  46. 

5.  Lake  Como  Ghuichr 
Springs*  recognizes  its  Bible 
drillers.  Showm  are  Rachd 
Bishop,  Rachd  McCuUey, 
Emily  Tuminello,  Aim 
Cam^  Lyndsey  Cannon, 
Kim  Wincmam,  Avandle 
Upton,  ftrandi  Burke,  and 
pastor  Kevin  Bishop. 

6.  Lake  Como  Churdi,  Bay 
Spria»,  had  a  youdi  ralW 


Grace  Cknrdi,  Church,  Goshen  Churdt, 

BSookiynfhasestdMisheda  and  Maranatha  Churdt. 

Chririlian  Do  Karate  schod.  Shown  are  band  members 

The  school  is  under  the  aiKl  pastor  Kevin  Bishop, 
direction  of  John  Sliidcer, 

3nl  degree  Mack  belt,  who  7.  Jolm  Wide  wm  ordained  to 
attends  the  church.  Christ-  thego^jelmnstryatBcdm 

ian  Do  karate  re(rfaces  east-  Qimcfa,  Lurrrisif,  on  Apr  9. 

em  mysticism  witti  scrip-  Shown  are  Larry  Havard, 

ture.and  prayer  making  White;  Addon  White,  Garrett 

Christ  the  fom  of  all  learn-  Wlste,  and  ^Assy  White, 

lire.  On  May  20lh,  the 

chuichhiostriNealScldeaBke  8.'  Rist  Chnrdi,  Madison; 
who  is  the  founder  of  Vacation  BMe  SchooL  June 

Koreya  Do  Chrirtian  Mar-  19-23*  8:45  am-noon;  ages 

shal  Arts,  a  nationally  K5-grade  6;  s^tqp  at 

known  Christian  institu-  Strawberry  Patch  Park  witfi 

tion.  for  the  testkre  of  the  game5,Junel7,9ajn.-noon. 
first  dass.  On  Sunduiy,  dur^  ^ 

ing  the  morning  service,  9.  Union  Chardi,  Pkavunc, 
time  was  afiotedm  Neal  to  recently  held  revival  ser- 

speak  on  bdrelf  of  Christ-  vices  in  whidi  Billy  Spence, 

ian  Do  Karate  and  award  Kurt  JaneU,  Kevin  n81cox, 

the  bdts  and  certificates.*  and  hfickv  Lee,  men  horn 

the  churcn  adto  had  been 

■  caUed  to  die  gospel  rriinistry 

led  the  services.  During  the 
revival  another  man, 
Bitaque  Cutrer;  was  called  to 
the  ministry  and  preached 
his  first  sermon  on  the 
Thursday  foUowiire  the 
levivaL  Front  row.  Sonny 
Ely,  Spence,  JaneU,  and  pas¬ 
tor  Buddy  Sherriff;  back 
row  Lee,  Wilcox,  and  Benyy 


1.  VfiUow  Pointe  Chnich,  4 
Hattieebuifctwoke  ground 
June  4  on  meir  15,000  sq. 
ft  miihqHupose  fodliw  on 
their  reoen^  acquiiea  20- 
acre  site.  Shown  are  lack 
Riley,  Sally  Gorbett,  ucg 
Craven,  SJ^.  Carlisle, 
Jimmy  Dahry,  Mutor  ^m 
Bum^  Cah^  Dean,  Sua 
Levy,  Ite  Jordan,  Bubara 
Wib^  Cddl  Burge,  and  ■ 
A1  Wilaon. 


3.  Maybaak 


10.  VSridcn  Church,  Vaklen, 
held  VBS  May  29-May  31, 
with  90  children  and  50 
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pmii^ 

1 

i  ^ 

^  to  i  ^ 

%  ^  \  f 

♦  ^ 

16.  Groimdbicoldng,  Cherry  Creek  Church,  Ponloloc  Assoc. 

t 

14.  MUe  Driikrv  ML  Cowibrt  Clwwd^  trace 


15.  Srarcy  Ordaimi,  fucfcrtt  OmrIii,  Pucfcrtt 


7  pm;  Sint,  11  «Jiw  Leon 

New  FcUowehip  draich,  lOdmcr:  Revhral,  |rat  25-2$;  Suit, 
11  am,  follow^  by  hmdi;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pjit;  Scott  Vbughn, 
speaker;  Gary  Thome,  music 

FsMh  ChoKi^  saver  C>eclc  Reehhri,  Jim  Ifr-^  Sint,  11  am  and 
1:30  pJit,  with  lunch  at  noon;  Mon.-WedL,  dinna;  6  pm,  wor> 
sMp,  7  pmv*  Jeff  Davis,  speaker  DIann  Beny  and  Jenry  Plegfer 
musk;  Daniel  Berry,  pastor. 

Mnrphy  Creek  Chnrchr  LoadsvJUe:  Revival,  Jnn.  25-2^  Sim, 


Davis,  Stuigis,  speOwr;  David  Dribble,  Naniwaya,  musk; 
Walter  Simmons,  pastor. 


14.  Mt  Comnurt  Church, 
Brace,  recognizes  its  Kble 
drillers.  Youth  driUeis  are 
Rebekah  Baker  Janae  Hai^ 
rebon,  Christopher  Baker, 
and  leader  Teresa  Harrd- 
son;  children's  drillers  are 
Myranda  Bennett,  Ben¬ 
iamin  Baker,  and  leader 
Debbi  Hanelson. 

15.  Puckett  Chur^  Pudwtt 
recendy  ordained  Mack 
Sewcy  to  the  gospel  ministry. 
Shown  are  prator  Grant 
McElveert  ’  oearcy,  and 
Prentiss  Calhouit 

1^  dNmy  Creek  Chur^ 
Pmlotoc  Aasodatioii, 
broke  ground  May  28  for 
their  new  feUmvsnm  and 
activity  building.  9K>wn 
are  psetor  Rex  Aid,  Carrol 
Baku;  Dennis  Wider;  jai^ 
Lewis,  Mitzie  Robbins, 
Suzzane  Mon^omery, 
Karen  McLaughlin,  anid 
Harold  Reeder. 

17.  First  Church,  Carthage, 
recognizes  its  Bible  bud¬ 
dies,  children,  and  jrouth 
Bil^  drilleis.  Shown  (top 
photo)  are  front  row: 
Kamam  Malone,  Madison 
Qukk,  William  Shirley 
Johnston,  Chandler  Mathis, 
and  Sar^  Ti^lor  Mathis; 
back  row:  ^this,  Mary 

Elizabeth  luiea,  Hannan 
Smith,  Debbie  Pierce, 
Julianna  Inpam,  Amber 
Pierce,  and  Dot  Hamilton. 
Youth  drillers  (bottom 
photo)  are  Melba  Jones, 

'  Whitney  Gross,  Megan. 
Cook,  arKLQdtney  Ckoss. 


17.  BMe  DrMers,  FirsI  ChurcK  Csilhsgt 


R.E.  Thompson  has  retired  from  Leawood  Churchy  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  after  serving  43  years  in  full-tirm'musk  ministry.  He  is  avail¬ 
able  for  interim  or  supply  work.  He  may  be  reach^  at 
rethom9earthlink.net. 

McKay  Pearce,  a  member  of  West  tBIivWe  Churchy  BKwWe,  has 
surrendered  to  the  call  of  musk  evangelisn^concert  ministry  and  is 
available  for  corKerts,  revivals,  or  coiilerences.  He  may  be  reached 
at  (601)  426-6890  or  by  emaif  at  mmcpearcc9email.com. 
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Clue:  I  =  H 

Have  tun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  erKoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  wM('s 
puzzle:  lohn  Four:  Ten. 
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1.  Washburn  and  Quinn  Retire,  BMC 


Ki, 


Blue  Mountain  ColU 
educaites,  Sarah  Sims  Wa 
bum  and  Anna  Jackson 
'Quinn,  retired  at  the  end  of 
^  2005-2006  school  year. 
.Washburn  served  41  years  as 
an  associate  professor  of 
social  science.  Quinn,  an 
educator  in  North  Mississip- 
>i  for  39  years,  tau^t  at  the 
schml  and  community 
college  level  before  retum- 
ii^  to  her  Alma  Mater  in 
1 as  associate  profei^r  of 
English.  Fictuiecl  are  Sharon 
Enzor,  vice  president  of  aca¬ 
demic  affairs,  Washburn, 
BMC  president  Bettye 
Rogers  Coward,  aixl  Quinn. 

2.  The  Mississippi  College  Art 
Department  will  host  and 
exhibit-  by  MFA  graduate 
Martha  Hamburg  on  Jun. 
11-20  entitled  Art  throv^X  a 
Sense  of  Self,  a  Sense  of  Place, 
a  Sense  of  Cofiununity.  It  will 
be  open  far  viewing  horn  9 
am-2  p.m.  in  die  Samuel 
MarshaU  Gore  Gallery,  400A 
Aven  Hall. 


3.  Southeastern  Seminary  cel¬ 
ebrates  2006  spring  gradua- 
liort  Joel  Ashley  Ainsworth, 
Pearl,  and  Matthew  H. 
Blaxton,  Columbus,  received 
Master  of  Divinity  degrees. 

4.  The  William  Carey  College 
Gulfport  j- campus  library 
received  $1000  from  the 
Friends  of  Mississippi 
Libraries,  Inc.,  to  be  used  in 
restoring  resources  lost 
during  Hurricane  Katrina. 

5.  New  Orleans  Seminary 

celebrates  its  Mav  2006  and 
December,  2005,  gradua¬ 
tions.  The  following  Miss¬ 
issippi  students  graduated 
on  May  13: 

Master  of  Arts  in 
Christian  Education 

Michael  D.  Morgan, 
Lucedale 

Minister  of  Students,  Rochf 
Creek  Church,  Lucedale 

Jeff  Box,  Greenville 


Senior  Pastor,  Suburban 
Church.  New  Orleans,  La. 


Master  ol 


with 


in 


Alton  Ronald  "Rus^" 
Thomaston  II,  Gautwr 
Pastor,  First  Church.  Lanett, 
Ala. 

Master  of  Divinity  with 
Specialization  in 
Evangelistic  Church 
Growth 

John  Saxon,  Grenada 
Minister  of  Students.  First 
Church.  Hammond,  La. 

Doctor  of  Ministry 

Jonathan  M.  Daniels, 
Cleveland 

Pastor,  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello 

Doctor  of  Philosophy 

Jeffrey  Jay  Rankin,  ^ 
Pascagoi^ 

Pastor,  The  Lord's  Church. 
Kentwood 

Bradley  M.  Rushing, 
Cleveland 
Pastor.  First  Church. 
Cleveland 

The  followine  Mississim 
students  graduated  on  Dec. 
17,2005: 

Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
Christian  Ministry 

Anne  Sylvester  Cramer, 
Kosciusko 

Children's  Minister,  First 
Church.  Kosciusko 

Jon  Haimes,  Houston, 


Pastor,  Brat^drd  Chapel 
Church,  Gore  Spring 

David  M.  Hays,  Magee 
Pastor,  Union  Church, 
Ralei^ 

Jodie  Hardy  Marsh, 
Hattiesbu^ 

Interim  Minister  to  Children, 
First  Church.  Hattiesburg 

Master  of  Arts  in 
Christian  Education 

Lee  Allred,  Hazlehurst 
Minister  to  Stitdents/ 
Missions,  First  Church. 
Hadehurst 

Nicholas  ''Nick''Ward 
Hodges,  Jackson 
Associate  Pastor,  First 
Chufch,  Chickasaw 

Master  of  Diviirity 

Phillip  O'Neal  Raybon  Jr., 
Wade 

Chaplain.  United  States 
Army 

Kristie  Pearce  Roberts, 
Waveland 

Counselor.  Youth  Villages 
in  Tupelo 

Master  of  Divinity  with 
Specialization  in  Biblical 
Languages 

Philip  R.  Caples,  New 
Albany 

Senior  Pastor,  Cum  Grove 
Church.  Brookhaixm 

Master  of  Theology 

Jamie  Duncan  Holden, 
Columbus 

Minister  of  Education/ 
Administration,  Hillcrest 
Church,  Byram 


Visit  the  Baptist  Record  online  at  ivww.mbcb.org 


6737  Sritta  Rd.  Bymw.  MS  39272. 
HAinSBUtC  lAPTIST  CHURCH, 
TUKLO,  MBS,,  is  taking  mumes  for 
the  position  of  minister  to  students. 
Please  send  your  icsutneWecommen- 
dations  to  |ohn  Bryson,  chairman, 
Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  467S  Oiff 
Cookin  Blvd.,  Tupelo,  MS  3B801 . 
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COUNTRY  WOODS  BAFTIST  CHURCH 
M  BYRAM  B  SmONC  A  TUU-IRMI 
CHRORB^/NfSCHOOL  MINBm. 
Mease  settd  resume  to  lanice  Coltos  at 


HNALLY  AFFOROABU  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  empioyed.  Call 
(600)  541-B196.  Provided  by  Mega 
jnsurarsce,  www.christumer-ins.com. 
AFFOROABU  BEACHSIOE  VACATION 
CONDOS,  www.gulf5hocescondos.com. 
All  size  units  avaiiable.  SUMMER  SPE- 
CiAL,  2  night  weekend  $225,  4  week- 
nights  $430.  EfRciertcy  unit  (2  adults  2 
kids),  good  S/26  •  B/b,  (205)  556-0368 

or  (205)  554-1524. _ 

DESIRE  TO  RmACE  COOKBOOKS 
LOST  IN  KATRINA:  Corinth  Baptist 
Oturch  (Meridian)  1968  and  two  from 
Highland  B^st  Church  (Meridian)  1969 
and  2001 .  Stale  price  desired,  Sarah  Voas. 

(228)  386-1429. _ 

SIAVBD  CLASSWORKSk  INC.  servir«, 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Cal  (800)  605-2970. 
DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  A  STECTLES. 
Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lightirrg,  seal¬ 
ing,  wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas,  carpet,  signs.  Church  Supply 
Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . 


SEBREN'S  SIDING,  lACKSON,  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  OWNED.  All  home  improve¬ 
ments,  vinyl  siding,  wirrdows,  metal 
arKl  shingle  roofs,  patio  covers,  screen 
and  glass  rooms.  (601)  992-2092,  Don 

A  Rita  Sebren,  owners. _ 

MINISTER  TO  CHILDREN,  FIRST 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  CROSSETT,  ARK. 
Resurrtes  to:  children's  search  commit¬ 
tee,  First  Baptist  Church*  701  Main 
Street,  Crossetl.  AR,  71635  or 

fwhitoDIbccrosaett.com. _ 

HBOaBERC  SEAMED  GLASS,  Meridian; 
Design,  fabrication,  repair.  Fax  iHustrafor^ 
to  (601)  483-7958  or  call  (80(»  368-2705. 
CORONADO  RAFTBT  CHURCH.  anew 
feDowship,  is  seeking  a  pastor  for  our  Ira- 
dWortal,  Kingdom-focused  church. 
Resumes  should  be  sent  to:  p«tor  search 
commlRec.  PMB  316,  4501  N.  Hy  7, 
Suite  88,  Hot  Springs  NAWage,  AR  71909. 
LICBBED  ARNBTBI SEBONG  REVIVAL 
WORK,  puipk  supplying  or  bi-vocatiortai 
posWoa  can  (601)  519-7012. 


HEALTH  OR  MH3ICARE  SUPPLDAENT 
INSURANCE  TOO  EXPDBIVET  Call  E.F. 
Hutton  Insurance  today  ...  We  Can 
Helpl  Toll-free  (877)  232-0686. 
STUDOilT  MINISTBb  RRST  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  OF  lONBBORO,  ARK¬ 
ANSAS  (80(H-  atterxlarsce)  is  seeking  a 
minister  with  strong  leadership  and 
communicalion  skills  for  student  mirt- 
istry  (grades  7-12).  PrefererKe:  two 
years  experierKe  in  student  ministry 
(full/bart-time  or  intern),  seminary  or 
ntaster's  degree.  Submit  resume  to  stu- 
derrt  minister  search  committee  at  bsg- 


NEW  VACATION  HOME  IN  ENNIS, 
MONTANA,  available  for  rertt.  Two  BR, 
one  hour  from  Yellowstone,  7  miles 
from  Madison  River  Ashing.  Call  (601) 

924-6429. _ _ 

CHRBI1AN  LONG  DISTANCE,  3.9  cents 
interstate.  4.9  cents  in  state.  No  monthly 
*wvlce  charge.  Can  (866)  587-8346  or 
www.lowermyphonebill.<xxM)aroldtt. 


FARTATIONS  A  ETC.  toilet  and  shower 
stalls,  solid  plastic  or  baked  etsamel,  harxl 
drwrs,  grab  bars,  mirrors  and  much  more. 
Call  (228)  697-0116  or  email  PARTA- 

TIONSETCRYAHOOuCOM. . _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  wirrdows,  reworking  arrd  repair, 
ColumbuVIackson,  (877)  477-1899. 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTHIY,  free 
estinrates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitrrran. 

Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. _ 

EDEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  accepting 
resumes  for  the  position  of  netor.  This  is 
a  liill-tim  position  that  serves  a  church 
whose  average  weekly  atterrdarKe  is 
125.  Eden  is  located  in  Southeast 
Arkarrsas.  Deadline  for  receivirrg 
resumes  is  August  1 2, 2006.  Please  send 
resumes  to  Chairman  Mike  Harville  535 
Ashley  81 E,  Hamburg,  Arkansto  71646, 

(870)  853-8682. _ 

LOUM  BAPTIST  CHURCH  Invites  you  to 
our  Centential  Celebration  Bte  weekend 
of  October  1, 2006,  call  (601)  739-3707. 


ALCOHOL  IS  A  THREAT,  TOO 
Editor. 

I  would  like  to  oHer  a  suggestion  to 
our  Legislature  about  the  cigarette  and 
tobacco  tax.  I  sua^t  that  in  addition  to 
the  increase  in  Inose  taxes,  die  tax  on 
beer,  whiskey,  and  all  other  alcoholic 
drinks  be  inoeased.  Raising  the  tax  on 
beer,  whiskey,  and  other  alcoholic  drinks 
as  much  as  me  cigarette  tax  might  bring 
in  enou^  money  to  free  the  tax  On  gro¬ 
ceries  —  with  lote  of  money  left. 

Some  reasons  that  this  nas  not  been 
done  are  the  whiskey  and  beer  con^fxmies 
have  power  lobbyi^  widi  deep  pockets 
of  moiwy  to  share  for  favors,  and  me  con¬ 
sumers  of  whiskey  and  be»  reach  into 
hi^plaoes  and  could  be  a  political  risk. 

Wniskey  and  beer  are  more  of  a  dueat 
to  our  society  dtan  cigarettes.  Cigarettes 
mainly  harm  the  incuvidual  consumer. 
Whiskey  and  beer  harm  many  pecmle 
through  broken  homes,  driving  under 
the  iimuence,  loss  of  labor  and  income, 
and  many  other  ways.  There  is  now  an 
epidemic  of  underage  drinking  and  dri- 
vuw  and  dying  on  our  highways. 

<  lunderstard  that  one  reason  for  the 
increase  in  the  tobacco  tax  is  to  encour¬ 
age  people  to  stop  smoking.  If  it  not  just 
as  important  to  discourage  the  use  of 
alcoholic  beverages  in  any  form? 

I  hope  our  legislators  will  give  this 
some  serious  consideration. 

Adron  Home 
Tupelo 

UNALIENABLE  RIGHTS 

Editor: 

When  the  Continental  Congress  met  in 
Philadelphia,  they  asked  Thomas  Jefl^erson 
to  draft  a  declaration  of  independence. 
The  action  of  the  Second  Continental 
Congress  on  July  4,  1776,  was  the  unani¬ 
mous  Declaration  of  the  Thirteen  United 


States  of  America.  The  document  we 
know  today  as  dw  Declaration  df 
Independence  contained  these  words: 

nald  these  Truths  to  be  selfevident, 
that  an  Men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are 
endowed,  by  their  Creator,  with  certain 
unalienable  R^ts ...”  ' 

Unalienable  rights  are  rights  which 
cannot  be  surrendered  or  transferred. 
EX>wn  dirough  the  ages,  God  tried  to 
have  all  people  see  t&t  all  have  equal 
rights  before  Him.  In  the  book  of  Joo  — 
the  oldest  book  of  the  Bible  —  Elihu 
reminded  Job,  ”Is  he  not  the  One  who 
says  to  kings,  'You  are  wordiless,'  and 
to  nobles,  'You  are  wicked',  who  ^ows 
no  partiali^  to  princes  and  does  not 
favor  the  rich  over  the  poors  for  they 
are  all  the  work  ofhis  hands?”  Goo 
34:18-19).  God  wanted  the  nation  of 
Israel  to  provide  equal  justice  (Deut. ' 
10:17-19).  The  Apostle  Peter  says  to  the 
churches  in  Acts  10:34-35,  ”1  now  real¬ 
ize  how  true  it  is  that  God  does  not 
show  favoritism,  but  accepts  men  from 
every  luition  who  fear  nim  and  do 
what  is  right.”  The  Apostle  Paul  writes 
in  Romans  2:10-11,  "For  God  does  not 
show  favoritism.” 

Finally,  all  will  be  judged  equally  (1 
Peter  l:l7).  On  ttus  upcoming  July  4, 
may  we  all  see  that  unaliename  rights 
belong  to  us  all. 

David  Norris 
TUpe/o 

ABORTION  IS  MURDER 

Editor: 

I  don't  believe  a  real  bom-again 
Christian  would  be  found  in  an  abortion 
clinic.  According  to  the  Bible,  God  hates 
hands  that  shed  innocent  blood  (Pro. 
6:16-17).  Jesus *Him^lf<;(Xul«nned  any¬ 
one  who  does  harm  to  a  child  (Matt. 
18:6, 18:10).  When  a  person  had  been  for¬ 
given  of  his  sins,  he  is  to  no  longer  serv'e 


sin.  He's  free.  (Rom.  6:1-6).  Not  that  we 
don't  do  someming  each  day  that's  a  sin 
of  omission;  it's  vdien  we  obtantly  sin 
and  thumb  our  noses  at  God  that  we  are 
in  dire  trouble,  l^^llfully  siiuiing  is  a 
dangerous  thing  to  do  (neb.  10’26-27). 

I  personally  believe  abortion  is  the  mur¬ 
der  of  an  innocent  child.  Abortion  should 
not  be  a  form  of  birth  control;  there  are 
other  things  available  for  that  I'm  praying 
for  each  woman  who  is  contemplating 
"abortion  foat  she  will  either  have  the  baby 
and  put  the  balw  out  for  adoption  or  raise 
the  baby  herself,  hard  though  it  may  be. 

God  knows  what  these  women  are 
goine  duough,  and  He  will  help  them 
and  Dless  them  if  they  will  put  their 
trust  in  Him. 

Abstinence  is  the  most  intelligent 
thing  to  do. 

Shirley  Fortner 
Byhalm 

WHERE  WERE  WE? 

Editor 

When  the  Roe  v.  Wade  ruling  was  made 
-in  1973,  where  were  we?  E>id  mis  just  hap¬ 
pen?  Were  we  even  concerned?  I  have  to 
admit  that  1  wasn't  I  was  old  enough  to 
vote  but  didn't! 

We  arc  all  guilty  of  killing  these 
babies  because  we  sat  back  and  did 
nothing.  I  hope  and  pray  that  anyone 
who  has  ever  had  an  abortion  will  so 
see  the  Memorial  to  the  Missing  (at 
the  Baptist  Building  in  downtown 
Jackson)  and  ask  for  forgiveness  for 
taking  the  little  life  that  did  not  have  a 
chance  to  live  —  but  we  are  as  guilty 
as  the  mothers. 

We  let  this  happen.  We  need  to  wake 
up  and  not  let  something  like  this  hap¬ 
pen  again  in  our  great  nation. 

Shirley  Gore 
Eupora 


EASY  TARGETS 
Editor. 

It  really  makes  me  sad  for  you  to  treat 
Trent  Lott  and  Thad  Cochran  the  way 

irou  did  in  your  editorial  and  particular- 
y  in  your  re^xxise  to  Lott's  letter  to 
you.  The  Baptist  Record  continues  to 
Dash  the  easy  targets  aiKl  to  be  known 
for  what  Baptists  are  against  rather  than 
what  we  are  Rnr.  I  know  very  little  about 
the  CSX  issues  because  of  my  concern 
over  our  unique  sirt-of  issues  here  in  the 
Delta.  I  do  know  that  it  is  more  conserv¬ 
ative  than  it  is  Christian  td  attack  a  per¬ 
son  rather  than  to  attack  an  issue.  Why 
is  it  more  important  these  days  tabe 
"conservative*  than  it  is  to  be  Cnnsttan? 


Jon  Doler 
Leland 

SPEAKING  IN  TONGUES 
Editor. 

I  read  the  letter  to  the  editor  in  the 
Febixu^  2  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record, 
in  whicn  tongues-speaking  was  men- 
tiemed.  I  would  like  to  share  some 
thoughts  about  speaking  in  tongues. 

The  three  historical  instances  of 
speaking  in  tongues  that  are  dted  in 
Scripture  all  occur  in  Acts.  All  other 
references  are  discussions  about  it, 
not  historical  records  of  fact  or  occur- 
ance.  At  Pentecost,  the  disciples  spoke 
in  known  and  understood  languages 
(Acts  2:4-11;  10:45-46;  19:6). 

Aade  from  these  three  instaiKes,  foe 
Apostle  Paul  discusses  tongues^  In  1  Cor. 
l4  apparently  the  langijui«  was  unknown 
and  m  onty  one  churen  in  Corinth.  The  dis¬ 
cussions  IS  not  a  list  of  exhortations  to 
^leak  in  tongues,-  but  a  long  list  of  restric¬ 
tions  against  foe'  practice. 

James  Burke 
Clara 
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The  Baptist  Children's  Village  is  proud  to  host  four  collegiate  summer  missionaries  on  the  India 
Nunnery  Campus.  The  missionaries  wtH  work  in  the  activitie^recreation  department  and  with 
the  BCV  Clampus  pastor.  Pictured  are  Lindsay  f^rton,  Jackson,  LA;  Hallie  Farmer,  Summerville, 
SC;  AmaiKla  Coleman,  Athens,  AL;  and  Brett  Cutter,  Hattiesburg,  MS. 
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1  I  i‘’h  School  Seniors 

O 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has  four  high 
school  seniors  graduating  this  month.  Some 
will  go  away  to  college/technical  school;  others 
will  continue  to  live  on  the  res(>ective  campuses 
and  commute  to  school,  but  all  are  continuing 
their  education^  They  all  have  a  . list  of  special 
needs  to  hdp  ^em  make  this  transition. 

You  can  make  a  donation 'designated  for  our 
seniors  or  coiitact  Mrs.  Chrystelle  Thames  at 
601-922-2242  or  cthames@baptistchildrensvil- 
lage.com  for  specific  items  off  of  their  needs  list 
All  donations  should  be  sent  to: 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
PO  Box  27  •  Clinton  MS  39060-0027 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 
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Dr.  Rory  Lee.  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton.  MS  390600027 
(601)  922-2242 
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to  "the  desert  road"  doors.  Philip  runs  into  an  indi-  in  Jesus  Christ.  When  we  share 
toward  Gaza.  -  Now  vidual  who  seems  to  be  just  the  lAtord  and  share  Jesus  with 
Philip  had  a  very  sue-  waiting  for  scxneone  to  come  prople,  God  will  honor  our 
cess^  ministry  in  along  and  teU  him  about  Jesus.  Faith  and  obedience.  Not  all 
Samaria.  Many  people  We  see  also  that  Philip  met  the  will  immediately  come  to  know 
were  spiritually  and  man  aloi^  the  road.  It  is  along  Christ,  be  seeds  are  planted  for 
physically  healra  and  foe  road  m  our  every  day  lives  God's  Spirit  to  continue  to 

work  in  meir  lives. 

In  Acts  8:36^  Philip  helps 
this  new  believer  profess  nis  faith 
by  baptizing  him.  Baptism  is  a 
demonstration  of  foe  death  and 
burial  of  foe  old  life  and  foe  new 
life  we  have  in  Jesus  Christ.  It  is 
essential  foat  new  believers  be 


Family  Bible  Study 

i  Philip:  Faitii  Leads  to  Witnessing 

Acts  8:4-8, 26-40 

By  Les  Colvin  versa,  but  we  are  all 

tending  foe  same  fish." 
In  his  book.  The  Purpose  The  book  of  Acts  is 
Driven  Life,  aufoor  Rick  Warren  foe  story  of  foe  estab- 
states  the  five  purposes  of  lishment  and  growth  of 


assignment  for  Philip  aspects  of  Philip's  conversat 
on  the  desert  road.  Why  with  foe  eunuch  and  how 
was  Philip  willing  to  leave  his  shares  the  Gospel  with  h 
successfulministiy  andTOtothe  First,  he  begins  by  asking  qu 
desert?  Philip  followed  Cod  into  tions.  He  notices  foe  man 
The  story  of  Philip  the  desert  because  he  was  "tilled  reading  the  Bible.  He  takes  an  encouraged  in  their  feith  as  they 
in  example  of  wit-  wifo  the  Spirit"  (Acts  6:3).  In  interest  in  the  man.  That  is  foe  begin  foeir  new  life.  Many  times, 
igh  personal  soul-  Eph.  5:18  God  calls  us  to  be  first  step  in  evangelism,  taking  we  focus  on  getting  peopK  saved 
hilip^s  encounter  "nlled  wifo  the  Spirit,"  and  in  a  personal  interest  in  people  and  then  ignore  or  leave  foem 
::pian  eunuch  gives  Gal.  5:16-18  He  telk  us  to  be  led  and  what  is  going  on  in  their  alone  after  they  becofne 
ncture  of  faifo  foat  by  foe  Spirit.  Philip  had  surren-  lives.  The  man  is  seeking  Christians.  The  Great  Ccxnmis- 
lessing  and  shows  dered  his  minist^  and  life  to  the  answers.  He  is  just  like  people  sion  says  we  are  to  baptize  them 
K)  can  oe  witnesses  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  It  is  only  all  around  us  who  are  seekmg  and  "teach  foem  to  observe." 

through  the  Spirit's  tilling  and  answers  and  purpose  in  their  Helping  new  Christians  grow  in 
26-29,  Philip  has  a  leading  in  our  lives  that  we  can  lives.  He  had  questions  and  their  feifo  is  one  of  the  most 
encounter  wifo  the  be  effective  witnesses.  We  must  Philip  was  there  to  provide  the  important  tasks  of  the  church, 
tells  us  that  Philip  first  allow  God  to  do  a  work  "in  answers.  Second,  he  explained  tkxl  calls  everytme  to  be  a 

the  first  deacons,  us,"  Th«i  He  can  then  do  a  work  the  Scripture.  Romans  10:17  witness.  Not  just  foe  p^tor  or 
e  death  of  Stephen,  "through  us."  Notice  that  Philip  says  "Faith  comes  by  hearing  evangelist.  The  Great  Commis- 
Jerusalem  was  per-  did  not  know  why  he  was  trav-  and  hearing  by  the  Word  (m  sion  is  for  us  all.  By  feifo,  we  can 
scattered  through-  eling  down  the  road.  However,  God."  Rick  Warren  says  in  The  be  witnesses  to  the  people  God 
\d  Samaria.  Phuip  being  led  by  the  ^irit,  he  notices  Purpose  Driven  Life,  "It  takes  sends  along  the  way  in  our  lives. 

Ilia  and  proclaimed  a  man  aloi^  the  way.  When  we  trutn  to  transform."  Third,  - 

verses  1-8).  In  verse  follow  foe  ^irit,  we  will  be  sen-  Philip  "preached"  unto  him  Colvin  is  Minister  of  Education/ 

peaks  to  Philip  and  sitive  to  opportunities  to  share  Jesus.  Philip  knew  that  salva-  Administrator  at  First  Church, 
ave  Samaria  and  go  the  Gospel  and  look  for  open  tion  comes  only  through  faith  McComb. 


W  \  ^  19:25-27,  Job  perspective  on  your 

affirms  his  belief  in  God.  stance.  Look  back  at  y 
Cauffoman  "1  know  that  my  cumstances  from  foe  1 

^  Redeemer  lives."  The  God."  (Blackaby,  p.  97). 

word  translated  "Redeemer"  in 

God.  "Job's  yearning  people  may  misjudge 
:  for  an  Intercessor  and  hope  for  ' 
stresses  of  living,  it  all  comes 
down  to  this  simple  concept, 

God  is  not  against  us  for  our  in  a  I 

sins.  He  is  for  us  against  our  faifo.  Job's  problmis 

sins.  That  makes  all  the  differ-  over.  He  shll  did  not  under 

ence"  (p.  1%).  See  Romans  5:1-2.  stand."  ("Holman  Bible  "Experiencing  God 

As  we  continue  our  study  Handbook,"  P.  318).  Blacxaby  says. 

Job's  friends  give  a  second  round  Job  replies  to  .Zophar.  (Read  l_ - :1. 

of  speeches  and  we  consider  Job  21:7-14).  From  me  perspec-  <  „ 

'  * '  ‘  '  tive  of  Job  and  his  friends,  the  tion"  like  Job 

scales  of  God's  justice  are  bal- 
search  our  hearts  before  God  and  anced  in  the  course  of  this  earth¬ 
ly  life.  Job's  reply  to  Zophar  and 
me  other  frienas  affirmed  that 
foe  pro^rity  of  the  wicked  and  depend 


You  don't  need  to  make  a  list  one  night  recently  dur-  I 
of  reasons  that  life  can  seem  ing  4  tornado  threat 
unfeir.  You  are  eifoer  in  a  chal-  accompanied  by  sounds 
lenging  or  difficult  circumstance  of  warning  sirens.  Ominous! 
now  or  you  will  be!  Life  can  be  Dr.  Dobson  said,  "For  all  who  verse  25  is 
tough.  Some  seem  to  have  more  are  weary  and  burdened  by  the 
foan  their  share  of  trouble. 

What  do  you  do  when  faced 
wifo  horrible  news?  What's  the 
choice?  Live  in  the  dark,  in  bit¬ 
terness,  anger,  rebellion,  cyni¬ 
cism,  stoicism,  hedonism,  or 
denial?  Or  choose  to  trust  God 
and  walk  in  the  light  of  His  love, 

Bace,  nwrey  and  peace.  Dark  or 

g^t?  Sometimes  we'  want  to  Job's*  response.  Accusations  and 
walk  in  the  light  but  in  the  midst  criticism  hurt  but  we  must 
of  sorrow  or  trials  we  feel  we're 

walking  in  the  gnw  and  need  the  see  if  there's  an  element  of  truth 
encouragement  of  friends.  of  which  we  need  to  repent. 

The  popular  Christian  writer  However  in  fois  encounter.  Job's 
James  Dobson  penned  a  book,  friends  made  unfair  appraisals  of  the  suffering  of  the  ri] 
"When  God  Doesn't  Make  his  life.  make  life  seem  ten 


When  you  hope  in  God,  dramatically  fulfilled  in  the 
■  ■  ■  ‘  you  or  New  Testament."  (Holman,  p. 
‘  a  Ignore  you'  Many  propie  may  318).  We  can  hope  in  the  God  of 
resurrection  came  together  here,  seem  to  go  unpunished.  But  justice  whether  or  not  we  see 
in  the  middit’  of  deep  defection,  God  wants  His  children  to  His  justice  carried  out  in  this 
triumphant  assertion  of  place  their  hope  in  Him  at  all  life.  Jesus  conquered  sin  and 
i  were  not  ..  times.  "When  Circumstances  death.  Thanks  be  to  God! 

Are  Confusing"  is  a  lesson  in  A  si^  on  a  pastor's  desk:  "I 
J."  Henry  believe  in  the  sun  when  it  does 
You  do  need  not  shine.  I  believe  in  God 
to  remember  that  God  is  sov-  when  He  is  silent.  I  know  the 
ereign.  You  may  face  a  situa-  sun  is  there  even  cm  the  darkest 
‘  experienced  day.  And  when  darkness  veUs 
where  God  does  not  tell  you  Jesus'  lovely  face,  I  rest  on  His 
what  He  is  doing.  In  those  unchanging  grace!" 

instances  acknowledge  Gcxl's  _ 

love  and  sovereignty  and 

1  on  His  sustaining  Ginger  Caughman  is  a  Sunday 
iteouscan  grace  to  see  you  through  the  School  teacher  and  choir  member 
make  life  sWm  ten^ly  unfair,  situation."  (Blackaby,  p.  w).  at  First  Church,  Magee. 

i 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

pleased  to  publish  ~  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

of  special  events  ^  ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people, 

lerating  churches  ^  Nolandscape-,  buildir^-,  or  object-only 

»t  Convention.  photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 

Publication  in  The '  ^  _ _ _  ^  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 

?ither  (a)  typewrit-  ^ ^  ~  submitting 
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that  the  bivocationM  nrinMefs'  involve 
meniin^inisskmpiQ^acliWMachet* 
Inge  beoMW  they  had  to  MiMwe  for  time 
off  bom  their  other  jobs.  But  ifttw  minie- 
ten  oouU  make  such  »eiingemcnts>  it 
would  hefe  dwm  ieed  thek  cmiKh  mem- 
ben  lobe  Mvolved  M  wel.  Gilder  said. 

Because  the  mission  work,  whkh  had 
focused  in  laige  measure  on  renovation 
of  danuwed  homes,  was  rewtupding  for 
the  paiwipants,  the  association  began 
^ans  to  develop  a  Bivo  Builders  group. 
Plans  also  were  made  for  a  missionpro- 
in  conjunction  with  the  April  2^28. 


Ed  Mun^y.pastor  or  Shoreline  Park 
Church  in  Bay  Louis,  was  among  the 
pastors  assisM  in  the  missions  projects. 

The  congregation  is  constructing  6- 
by-8-foot  morage  sheds,  or  pods,  for 
hurricane  victims  who  are  still  livi^  in 
FEMA  trailers  or  other  housing  and 
need  a  place  to  stove  items.  The  nurch 
and  vonmteers  have  delivefed  500  pods 
to  area  residents  ard  pkm  to  build  200 
more  if  they  receive  ettough  funds. 

"ft's  ouite  a  monumental  task  that 
we're  goang  through,”  Murphy  iwted. 

Ihe  church,  locMed  five  inBes  horn  the 
ocean,  was  flooded  to  the  ceiling  of  the 
sanctuary  by  about  28  feet  of  waaer  Ihe 
firstaranhipservioeinthechurchbuikl- 
ing  alter  the  storm  was  on  Easter  Ihe  con¬ 
gregation  earlier  had  met  under  a  tree  and 
men  in  a  tent.  The  church  only  canceled 
one  Sunday  morning  service. 

Murphy's  home  was  not  danuiged, 
but  he  lost  his  maintertsnce  job  at 

in  Pass  Christian, 
r  the  Mississippi 
“he  assem- 
Hurricane 


BIVOS  MEET  —  Bivocational  minislers  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Bivocalional  MMsIers 
Association^  May  5-6  meeting  near  Pfcatyune  were  (from  Mb  Torn  Echols  and  Dolphus 
Cleveland  (president),  both  ofieKas;  Glen  Alshie  (first  vice  preside^  of  Soutfi  Carolina; 
Ray  Guilder,  bivocatfonal  minisbries  (firector  for  thelerinessee  Bmtist  Corwenioit;  Lester 
Evans,  bivocatiorM  consultant  for  the  Baplid  State  ConventionflL&lorthCarQfinajlimmv 
McCaleb,  bivocalional  consultant  in  the  Mississippi  BapMsi'GQiivenlfon  Boards  church 


isis'  bivocalfonal  coraukant; 
RerkinsJiO 


music  department  of  the;  Dale  Pfollowtec  Miss 
arxi  Leonwd  Rxter  of  New  Mexica  (Ph^  by 


on  their  Gulfdttie  Asseml 
of  the  which  is  owned 


at  Belmont  University  ii(  Nadiville,  bly  was  too  damaged  by  I 
Term.  Elder  reported  that  about  70  per^  Katrina  to  remain  operu  wife  also 
cent  of  churches  in  fire  Southern  Beptist  lost  her  office  job  mere  because  the 
Convention  have  average  Sutiday  office  building  was  destroyed. 

School  atterfobmce  of  92  or  teas,  wito  Most  of  the  churdt's  mentoeis  lost 
Elder  projecting  that  most  of  those  their  hAws.  Murphy  and  his  wife  host- 
churches  are  kdoy  bivocational  pastors.  ed  several  churoi  meanbers  for  two 
Adolphus  CkvdatKl '  of  Lubbock,  monfiis  in  their  l^lOO-sauMe-foot  home. 
Texas,  president  of  five  Southern  Baptist  Murphy  has  led  nis  church  to 
Btvocaoorud  Minislers  Assoefonon,  respond  to  the  iveeds  by  developing  a 
appended  to  SBC  leaders  arvddvurch  mem-  smaU  village  on  its  grour^  He  and 
bm  in  Ms  addresB  to  help  smal  churches  unteers  have  adapted  storage  buildmgs 
*be  the  best  they  cm  be  where  fivey  are.”  mto  air<onditioned  dorms  vduch  cm 

Cleveland  also  challenged  "every  house  40  volunteers  atvd  m  aiKotvdi- 
associatkm  in  the  Soufivem  Baptist  tforved  kitchen.  They  abo  buih  bath- 
Convervtion  to  help  at  least  one  panor  a  rooms  with  showers  atvd  erected  a  huge 
year  become  mor^age-fiee.”  tent  where  volunteers  meet  atvd  eat 

Some  churches  need  to  be. "re-pur-  Murphy,  who  has  served  the  church 
posed,"  he  said,  espcoallv  if  survival  for  seven  years,  noted,  "tf  we  don't  have 
Is  their  goal.  Some  Angro  churches  people  in  five  community,  we  won't  be 
need  to  become  black  and  some  black  able  to  reach  mybody"  on  five  Gulf  Coast 
dmrehes  iveed  to  become  Hispanic  where  75%  of  residenis  are  uncMirched. 
churches,  he  suggested.  He  asked  for  prayer  as  the  "long  hr* 

An  African-^nerican,  Cleveland  sumnver*  begins  and  for  volunteers, 
referred  to  the  radal  arid  ecotvomk  who  don't  need  to  brme  tools  because 
(hvisiotvs  in  America  and  said  divi-  they  already  have  been  oonated. 
skms  exist  in  the  SBC.  Bivocatforval  Aivolher  pastor  at  the  meeting  was 
miiusters  can  help  other  ministers  and  Vanvon  Robnvson  of  First  Comerstarve 
churches  see  thorn  gaps,  he  said,  and  Church  in  Pkayuive. 
build  bridges  to  hefo  cross  them.  Robinaon  said  the  church  buiklmg 

kt  oonjurvetion  wim  the  meetmg,  the  sustained  orvly  miixir  dainage  to  the 
mintstets  md  some  meenbets  from  their  roof,  which  was  repaired  witti  m  insui^ 
churches  psrtkipated  in  missfon  projects  atvee  setflesnent.  ine  worst  iirmact  on 
to  help  ofiver  brvocatforval  mintslets  who  his  congtegrtkm,  he  said,  was  mat  over 
were  victims  of  hat  MB's  Gulf  Cbaat  hur^  half  or  Ave  mwtfocrs  loat^  their  jobs. 


RENOVATION  ONGOING  —  Ed  Murphy,  bivocational  pastor  of  Shoreline  fhrk 
Church  in  B^y  St.  Louis,  sits  in  the  saitctiiary  which  was  flooded  by  Hurricane 

. ..  •  ft  >  *  .ftftft  ft  •  .ft  ^ft  ftft  '  .ft  ft  •  ft  .  ft 


Katrina  and  is  still  being  renovated.  Shoreline  was  amortg  the  churdtes  assisted 
in  mission  projects  in  conjunction  with  Southern  Baptist  Bhrocaliofval  Mirvislers 
Association  m^ng  in  Mississippi.  (BP  photo  by  Connie  Davis  Bushey) 


